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Background and Obijectives: Leishmaniasis control in each country, especially in countries where the disease is
endemic, requires designing and implementing an organized national surveillance system. Iran has long been
considered as an endemic country for leishmaniasis. The purpose of this study was to review the leishmaniasis
surveillance system in Iran.

Methods: In this review study, the data were obtained from the surveillance system, reports and documents,
published guidelines, reviews of the existing structures, and the views of the managers and experts of the Center
for Communicable Diseases control in Iran in 2018.

Results: The surveillance system for two types of leishmaniasis, cutaneous leishmaniasis and visceral leishmaniasis
(Kala-azar), is currently operational in the country, and new cases are reported monthly. For each identified
case, in addition to the epidemiologic attributes, treatment and follow-up as well as follow-up of possible
contacts are done as per to the guidelines for each of these diseases.

Conclusion: The current surveillance system for leishmaniasis has improved the process of reporting cases in
recent years. However, the low rate of reporting of cases, especially for cutaneous leishmaniasis, and
epidemiological complexities in the transmission of the infection indicate the need for reviewing and improving
the current surveillance system. Data from the surveillance system and the increasing number of leishmaniasis
cases in Iran reveal the need for innovations to strengthen the control measures for this disease.
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