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Background and Objectives: Iran, like most other countries in the world, is always threatened with global
epidemics and pandemics of influenza. The purpose of this study was to review the influenza surveillance system
in lran.

Methods: Data of this study were obtained from the surveillance system of the Center for Communicable Disease
Control, the review of records, documents, books and published articles and also interviews with process owners
and experts of influenza surveillance in 2017-2019.

Results: Influenza surveillance in Iran Currently, a combination of surveillance methods, including caring for
patients, laboratory care, hospital care and surveillance of respiratory disease epidemics and also border
surveillance. Reporting of human influenza outbreaks, as well as suspected avian flu as main notifiable diseases
carried out through telephone. For each suspect case, in addition to taking and sending a sample to diagnose
and also detect subtypes of the virus, medical treatment is immediately initiated and tracking of possible contacts
is also done.

Conclusion: Although there is currently good coherence in the surveillance of influenza in Iran, but based on
concerns about the emergence of influenza pandemics in the future, and considering the possible genetic
variation of the flu viruses, the tracking of the flu virus circulation along with updating surveillance system
especially emphasizing methods and formulas for rapid identification of disease outbreaks, as well as providing
better health care and treatment is essential.

Keywords: Influenza, Surveillance system, Communicable diseases, Iran
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