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Article Information Abstract

Received Background and Obijectives: Rapid Assessment and Response (RAR) is an
18 September 2023 approach that has been used in health research since the 1990s, and several
Accepted guidelines have been designed for it. This study examines and compares different
24 Feburary 2024 guidelines in this field.

Methods: This review study was conducted on the 6 guidelines published in
PubMed and Scopus databases. After the initial review, the main dimensions of
these guidelines, including the definition and target group, methods used, steps to
conduct the research, and time planning were extracted in the form of a

Corresponding author
Gholamreza Ghaedamini Harouni

Corresponding author E-mail
Qaedamini@gmail.com comparative table.
Results: In six guidelines, the RAR approach has been defined in relation to the
comprehensive and rapid investigation of a health-related problem. There are
Keywords: differences in terms of the number of 'steps' of rapid assessment and response, as
Rapid assessment and well as in 'time planning’; a period of 12 to 16 weeks is considered. Among the
response, Guideline, High-risk methods used in the reviewed guides, the following can be mentioned: reviewing
groups, Public health problems available information, conducting interviews (open, structured, and semi-
structured), focused group discussions, and other methods such as observation,
surveys, narrative methods, and mapping.
Conclusion: The rapid assessment and response (RAR) can be used as an
approach, with high flexibility and consideration of scientific and practical aspects,

to assess health problems and high-risk behaviors in hard-to-reach groups.
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